
 

MEDIA RELEASE                                      Event: Fri 18 November 2011      10am-1pm a t Plymouth Music  Zone 
 

PLYMOUTH MUSIC ZONE PARTICIPANTS TO GET RED CARPET TREATMENT FROM 
FORMER OFFICIAL HARPIST TO THE ROYAL FAMILY  
 
The music  educa tion c harity has invited  the Welsh ha rp ist Cla ire Jones to  take part in spec ia l 
workshops with its pa rtic ipants.  Cla ire is more used  to  personal invita tions to p lay a t the Royal 
Pa lac es than p lac es like Plymouth Music  Zone.  She was invited  earlier this year to  p lay a t the Royal 
Wedd ing  a t Buc kingham Palac e for the Duke and  Duc hess of Cambridge, but the child ren from a  
loc a l Devonport school a re a ll set to  g ive her a  rec ep tion a t PMZ to riva l any other.    
 
PMZ Music  leader, Teri Perkins, who’ s jo ining  the c hild ren a t the workshop  says experienc ing the 
harp from such an accomplished  music ian will be a  rea l musica l treat:  
“Children always get really exc ited to see instruments they’ve never seen before, espec ially one 
as huge as a harp. They usually assoc iate the harp with angels and fluffy c louds but I bet they’ll be 
on c loud nine after they’ve heard it and seen it fac e to fac e!”  
 
Cla ire Jones’s journey to becoming  the offic ia l ha rp ist to HRH The Princ e of Wales began a t the 
age of seven with the sta rt of her music a l educ a tion. Cla ire soon exc elled  in three instruments 
Harp , Vio lin, and  Piano and  achieved  three grad e 8 d istinc tions a t the age of 14. Cla ire then 
stud ied  harp  and  entered  the Roya l College o f Music  a t 18 yea rs o ld  gradua ting  with 1st c lass 
honours in 2007 before further gradua ting as an M.A. schola r from the Roya l Ac ademy of Music  in 
2009. Cla ire is c erta inly used  to p laying larger aud ienc es than PMZ. The opening of the 
interna tiona l rugby game, Wales V South Afric a , Princ e William Cup, saw Cla ire p lay to a  sell out 
c rowd of 75,000 fans and  4 m illion viewers on BBC.  But Cla ire a lso hugely va lues the educ ation 
work she does in many schools through organisa tions like “ Superac t!”  tha t jo ins up ta lented  
music ians with loca l c ommunities.     
 
Executive Direc tor, Matt Griffiths, says these kind  o f c hanc es are p rec ious:  
“Great harpists like Claire are ac tually very rare, all the ones I know just happen to be Welsh, 
possibly sinc e it’s the national instrument, so we’re really lucky to have her here. PMZ is all about 
providing excellent music al opportunities like this to really raise c hildren’s aspira tions and expose 
them to new and sometimes unusual music al experienc es that they’ll hopefully remember for 
some time to come” . 
 
Loca l c hild ren from Mount Wise Primary sc hool and  adults from the Life Skills p rogramme a t City 
College will be taking part in the workshops a t PMZ on Fri 18 Sep t from 10am-1pm.   
 
For further information or filming opportunities please call Matt Griffiths on 01752 213690.       
 
-ENDS. Notes to Editors, see below 



 

Notes to Editors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more informa tion about Cla ire Jones and  further links p lease see her     
website www.c la ire jones.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Information about Plymouth Music  Zone  
Plymouth Music  Zone (PMZ) is a n award  winning  c ommunity music  organisa tion tha t p rovides high 
quality ta ilored  music  workshops for young people and  tra ining  for adults. PMZ works with some of the 
most d isadvantaged people in Plymouth, reac hing nea rly 1000 c hild ren, young people and vulnerab le 
adults every week through the delivery of up  to 70 music  ac tivities ac ross the c ity and  a t the ir bespoke 
educ ation c entre loc a ted  in Devonport. 95% of the PMZ’ s music  p rovision ta rgets c hild ren and young 
people defined  a s being  ©a t risk© with more than a  third  of tha t delivery involving  c hild ren a nd  young 
people with d isab ilities.  
 
As a  c ha rity, Plymouth Music  Zone works with over 100 partner orga nisa tions annua lly using  music  as a  
tool to develop  emotiona l wellbeing and the persona l and  soc ia l skills o f those partic ipants identified  a s 
being  most in need . It employs highly skilled  Music  Leaders who deliver a  d iverse range of interac tive 
music -making  workshops tha t engage young  peop le in the ir own music a l and  soc ia l development. 
PMZ’s slogan ©music  making a  d ifferenc e© desc ribes a  passiona te mission tha t foc uses on transforming  
lives through music . PMZ ha s won awards rec ognising  the innova tive na ture of its work a nd  in its last 12 
years, Independent Eva lua tions have provided  powerful evidenc e of the deep impac t of wha t it does 
in develop ing a nd  improving  a  b road range of a rea s suc h a s self-c onfidenc e/ self-esteem, self-
expression, c ommunic a tion and interpersona l skills. 
 
Media Contac t:  
Debb ie Geraghty, Development Direc tor, Plymouth Music  Zone 
T: 01752 213690 
E: debb ie@plymouthmusic zone.org .uk 
 
www.fac ebook.c om/ PlymouthMusic Zone 
www.tw itter.c om/ PMZOffic ia l 


