
 

MEDIA RELEASE     Sat 21st Nov 2009 10am-12 noon and 2pm-4pm at Plymouth Music  Zone                                                                                 
 

Plymouth Music  Zone has sec ured some of the best West Afric an music ians in 
the country to g ive c hildren and adults the rare opportunity to take part in an 
inspiring music al masterc lass.  
 
The Afric an c ultura l g roup , TAMALA, has been performing  throughout the UK for many years a t top 
festiva ls and  c ommunity events and  the vib rancy of their interac tive workshops and  performanc es 
has been desc ribed  as ‘ to ta lly infec tious’ ...   
 
Plymouth Music  Zone’ s, Pro jec t Direc tor, Ben Ba lla rd , says: 
 
“We’re inc redibly luc ky to have been able to entice TAMALA to c ome here. At Plymouth Music  Zone 
we always go the extra mile to get some of the most inspiring music ians in the country and 
worldwide to c ome and give masterc lasses to children and adults to really enthuse people’s 
appetite for music . There’s nothing better than seeing a c hild ’s fac e completely awestruc k by  
amazing music ians and then hearing them say “ I wish I could do that!” . 
 
The interac tive workshop  and  performanc e is a imed  a t c hild ren in the morning but with a  spec ia l 
session for adults in the a fternoon. Plymouth Music  Zone is the fastest g rowing  employer and  tra iner 
of c ommunity music ians in the South West and  runs a  na tiona lly rec ognised   “ Soundskills - the Music  
Leader”  tra ining course for music ians to develop  c areers in c ommunity music .  
 
PMZ’s tra ining  c oord ina tor, Nic k Grew, says this masterc lass is perfec t for both the students he 
teaches and  for   Music  Leaders a lready working in the industry:  
 
“There’s no better way of learning than learning from the best. We tra in music ians to bec ome Music  
Leaders who are not just highly skilled but who are hugely passionate too. By having masterc lasses 
with these kind of top notc h exemplars then it just raises the bar and improves the quality of what we 
do. TAMALA will a ll be using instruments that many people have never seen and doing things with 
them you never thought possible!”  
 
Some p lac es a re still ava ilab le for the Sat 21st Nov workshop a t PMZ but a re on a  first come first serve 
basis. The c hild ren’s workshop is from 10am-12noon and the adults one is from 2pm-4pm. The 
masterc lass if free but you must book a  p lace by c a lling  Glyn Fuge or Karl Meyer on 01752 213690. 
 
 
-Ends 
See below for Notes to Editors  
 



 

 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS: 
 
TAMALA brings together some of the finest West African artists in the UK: 
 
Souleymane Compo – master drummer and percussionist,  
Idrissa Camara - renowned dancer and vocalist, and 
Mamadou ‘Ouri’ Diallo – accomplished balafonist and drummer. 
 
All the musicians come from Guinea Conakry on the west coast of Africa. 

 
 
The g roup  will introduce pa rtic ipants to  a  va riety of 
trad itiona l instruments from West Afric a . In add ition 
to  the well-known Djembe d rums, their set a lso 
inc ludes: 
 
Ba la fon - a  wooden percussion instrument simila r to 
the xylophone, 
Dun-dun – a  set of base d rums,  
Bongomar – a  melod ic  perc ussion instrument 
made from a  large c a labash, the sound  is made 
by p lucking the saw-b lades held  ac ross a  bridge, 
Bolong – string  instrument sim ila r to the doub le bass. 
 
Their interac tive performanc e takes partic ipants on 
a  journey through pulsing  rhythms to soulful 
melod ies and  from songs o f remembranc e to 
songs of celebra tion.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


