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                         PLYMOUTH MUSIC ZONE WINS NATIONAL AWARD  
                                   WITH PLYMOUTH CITY COUNCIL   
 
•   Plymouth City Council's ‘Plymouth Music Zone’ wins ‘Best Arts Initiative’ in the Hearts 

For The Arts Awards 2020   
 

•   Awards recognising UK’s unsung local heroes of community arts    

•   Judged by high-profile figures in the arts and sciences: Susie Dent, Gary Kemp, 
Julie Hesmondhalgh, Alom Shaha, Errollyn Wallen CBE, Kirstie Wilson and  
Samuel West  
  

•   Award to be presented by Samuel West at the Local Government Association’s 
Annual Culture and Tourism Conference 2020, on 2 March  
  

The winners have been announced for the National Campaign for the Arts' (NCA) Hearts for The 
Arts Awards 2020. The awards celebrate the unsung heroes of Local Authorities championing the 
arts, often within a climate of severe financial challenges.  
  
After representatives from this year’s Hearts for the Arts partners created the shortlist, winners were 
selected by top arts industry experts and practitioners.  
 
Discussing Plymouth Music Zone, the judges said:  
  
“What a wonderful enterprise. The impact on PMZ’s users is plain to see from the figures and the 
testimonials, and the ‘Beyond Words’ evaluation truly groundbreaking and innovative. Long may 
this fantastic organisation grow and thrive.”  
- Julie Hesmondhalgh: actor, activist.  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
“I greatly admire the ambition and broad reach of Plymouth Music Zone and the way the initiative 
seeks to connect people and ideas.”  
- Errollyn Wallen CBE, composer.  
 
“Inspiring use of music to address a wide range of issues.”  
- Alom Shaha: Physics teacher, dad, author of Mr Shaha’s Recipes for Wonder.  
 
“PMZ would be a worthy winner. A hugely impressive project, which answers a local and a human 
need – to emerge into and engage with the world - through the universal power of music. 
Impressive evaluation and a long and wide group of partners make it strong.”  
- Samuel West: actor, director, Chair of the National Campaign for the Arts.  
  
“PMZ has a very focused determination to help disadvantaged children, young people and 
vulnerable adults in the community of Plymouth through music.” 
- Gary Kemp: actor, musician, songwriter, founder member of Spandau Ballet.  
  
“I particularly loved the 'Beyond Words' initiative from this wonderful charity, designed for those 
who find communicating difficult, and helping them embrace the vital non-verbal language we 
use, including silence.”  
- Susie Dent: lexicographer, etymologist, host of Countdown’s ‘Dictionary Corner’.  
  
“Plymouth Music Zone has an incredibly impressive reach, and a focus on so many of the 
vulnerable groups and individuals in our communities.  It’s clear that working with you has allowed 
so many people, of all ages, to find another route to deal with their personal challenges.  I just felt 
so inspired after reading about the work that you do.”  
- Kirstie Wilson: Kirklees Council, winner 2019 Hearts for the Arts Best Local Authority Arts Champion, 
Officer.  
 
For more information on Plymouth Music Zone’s award visit: https://forthearts.org.uk/hfta-2020-
best-artsinitiative-winner-plymouth-music-zone     
 
Plymouth Music Zone’s Chief Executive, Debbie Geraghty, says she’s delighted Plymouth has been 
acknowledged in this way:  
 
“Huge thanks to the Hearts For The Arts judges for such amazing comments recognising the true 
impact of this work in Plymouth. It’s worth showing some love to Plymouth City Council and all 
those funders and supporters who really understand the key importance of investing in local 
community music projects like this.  We’re so passionate about using music as a powerful way of 
bringing people together to create something that feels genuinely kind and inspiring – and to find 
a sense of community where people genuinely care about everyone else.  I love the fact this 
award has so much ‘heart. ’ Plymouth proves music can play a vital part in the bigger picture of a 
city in very wholehearted and meaningful ways. In ways that create that all important sense of 
belonging we all need and deserve. Thank you for showing such strong support for that.”   
 
Plymouth City Council Cabinet Member for children and young people, Councillor Jon Taylor, 
said: “We are beyond happy. This is an incredibly special project that brings pure simple joy and 
to have it nationally recognised is just brilliant news for Plymouth Music Zone, brilliant for the 
Council and for all the families who use this incredible project.” 
 
The National Campaign for the Arts present the Hearts For The Arts Awards each year. The awards 
are delivered by UK Theatre, in partnership with Culture Counts; the Local Government 
Association; Thrive; Theatre NI, Voluntary Arts Wales, Wales Council for Voluntary Action.  
  
For the full list of winners visit forthearts.org.uk/campaigns/hearts-for-the-arts/  



 
Notes to Editors 
 

•   Hearts For The Arts is a National Campaign for the Arts initiative, delivered by UK Theatre, in 
partnership with Culture Counts; the Local Government Association; Theatre NI; Thrive; 
Voluntary Arts Wales; and Wales Council for Voluntary Action.  
  

•   The National Campaign for the Arts (NCA) is a charity and independent campaigning 
organisation, run by a board of volunteer trustees. They campaign for more investment in 
the arts, to improve the lives of everyone; and they champion those who make that happen. 
forthearts.org.uk   
  

•   UK Theatre is the UK’s leading theatre and performing arts membership organisation – 
promoting excellence, professional development, and campaigning to improve resilience 
and increase audiences across the sector. uktheatre.org  

 
 
Further information about Plymouth Music Zone (PMZ) : 
 
Everyone at Plymouth Music Zone believes music can change lives – “Music Making a Difference”.  
 
The charity uses the transforming power of music to reach out and enhance the lives of people, 
especially during their most vulnerable or challenging times. PMZ works in partnership to improve 
the skills, health and wellbeing of individuals and communities through workshops, special 
projects, events and tailored training.  It reaches up to 600 people a week with around 35 
activities.  
 
The majority pf the charity’s work is ‘needs led’ work targeting a diverse range of disadvantaged 
children and vulnerable adults in collaboration with a network of over 100 other education, arts, 
health and social care organisations. It also brings people together through a musically and 
socially inclusive ‘Open Zone’ programme at its community music centre located in one of the 
most deprived areas of the city. Everyone is welcome. 
 
PMZ also trains, employs and increasingly supports a growing hub of community Music Leaders 
dedicated to a socially engaged practice that uses music to reduce social isolation and improve 
the lives of participants within their diverse communities. It takes part in academic research and 
provides training for a range of music educators and other professionals sharing the use of music 
as a tool to reinforce skills development - particularly as a support for participants during their most 
difficult transitional times. 
 
For more info contact PMZ’s Chief Executive, Debbie Geraghty, on 01752 213690. 
 
http://www.plymouthmusiczone.org.uk 
 
www.facebook.com/PlymouthMusicZone 


